Santa Fe Springs Basin Working Group 

June 4, 2009
Poe Springs Lodge
9:30 AM – 12:30 PM
Field Trip to Agricultural BMP Sites

1:00 – 3:00 PM
Agenda*
	Time
	Activity
	Speaker

	9:15
	Coffee
	

	9:30
	Welcome/Introductions
	Ondine Wells

	9:45
	Hydrologic conditions on Lower Santa Fe River
	Megan Wetherington, SRWMD

	10:15
	Legislative Updates
	Connie Bersok, FL Department of Environmental Protection

	10:30
	Florida-Friendly Landscaping 
	Wendy Wilber, Alachua County Horticulture Extension Agent

	11:00
	Alachua County Updates: 

· draft fertilizer code 

· update on springs protection LDRs. 
	Robin Hallbourg, Alachua EPD

	11:15
	Ichetucknee Springs Report Card
	Bob Knight, Wetland Solutions, Inc.

	11:30
	Introduction to the field Trip
	Hugh Thomas, Suwannee River Partnership

	11:45
	Input and Announcements.  
	Anyone is welcome to tell us about an issue or event of interest.

	12:00
	Break for Lunch
	Bring Your Own Lunch

	12:30
	Field Trip to Visit Agricultural Best Management Practices (BMPs) – Drive your own vehicle
	Hugh Thomas, Suwannee River Partnership

	3:00
	Site Visits Conclude
	


*Times are approximate and subject to change. 

Next Working Group meeting: Wednesday, September 23, 2009

The Santa Fe Springs Working Group’s coordination is funded by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s Springs Initiative. For more information, see the DEP website www.dep.state.fl.us/springs. The purpose of the Santa Fe Springs Basin Working Group (SFSWG) is to create a forum in which professionals, government agencies, and the public can learn about and discuss issues and activities that can affect the quality and quantity of water in Poe, Ginnie, Hornsby and Gilchrist Blue Springs and their contributing areas in Alachua, Gilchrist and Columbia Counties. www.santaferiversprings.com
Meeting Notes
1. Introductions – Ondine Wells, Coordinator, welcomed the group. An attendance list is included.  
2. Hydrologic conditions on the Lower Santa Fe River - Megan Wetherington of SRWMD provided an update on the changes in hydrologic conditions over the past few months. In March, the water levels were extremely low with a 12 month deficit. Some areas had more than a 15” deficit and all streamflows were below 10th percentile at the end of March. The rainfall between 3/26 and 4/03 was over 16 inches, exceeding the 100 year records. Because the starting conditions were so low, however, the flooding was not as serious and were counted as less than a 10 year event (1.5 feet less than in 1998). The “routed flood” included waters from Georgia that were attenuated as they moved downstream and were absorbed by low level streams. 

May rainfall totals were approximately the same amount as Tropical Storm Fay but fell during the course of a week to 10 days. Even with this rainfall, water levels are still 5-10 inches behind in some areas. River flows at the end of May are now mostly above 90th percentile. However, groundwater levels are still below 25th percentile (very low) and overall levels are still low at the High Springs gauge (43” short) and some lakes such as Governor Hill Lake are still dry. 

FOLLOW-UP 

Megan is looking for qualitative data about the flooding event. If you have video, photos, backflow events from the springs or other details, please contact her at wetherington_m@srwmd.state.fl.us
3. Legislative Updates – Connie Bersok with FDEP provided an overview of the legislative session which ended on May 8th. The Department was working on SB274 which started out as simple springs protection for 4 springs. Eventually, the bill was significantly expanded in scope and included provisions for improving waste water treatment plants, stormwater remediation, Florida-Friendly Landscaping, and septic systems. The bill was heard of the floor of the Senate and died and there was never a companion bill in the house. The Department will be working on another bill for next year and Senator Constantine is very supportive of this effort. While the septic provision created some controversy, it is likely that the homebuilders were the most outspoken against the bill. 

Other bills that did not pass included SB2120 which would have provided for a Stewardship Task Force and SB 1358 which would have removed the Sales Tax exemption for bottled water. SB 2080 did pass the House and Senate, but is awaiting a decision by the governor. The bill includes Florida-Friendly Landscaping language as well as some controversial language giving the WMD Executive Directors the ability to approve a consumptive use permit without review by the whole governing board. 
4. Florida-Friendly Landscaping – Wendy Wilber, the Alachua County Horticulture Extension Agent, provided an overview of Florida-Friendly Landscaping (FFL) and the Florida Yards and Neighborhoods program services that she provides to homeowners. Currently there are 5 million acres of homeowner turf in the state, making it our largest “crop” and 75% of this is self-maintained by the homeowner. For this reason, FFL classes are very important. There are nine principles of a Florida-Friendly Landscape including watering efficiently, fertilizing appropriately by using slow release fertilizer, reducing pesticide use and reducing stormwater runoff. Wendy has worked with builders and developers as well as many HOAs to create Florida-Friendly Landscapes. She also mentioned a Soil Moisture Sensor (SMS) pilot study through GRU that is looking at reducing water use at 25 homes. Wendy will host a Yard Tour on September 26th with 5 Gainesville homes and one in Newberry. Contact her at wilbewl@ufl.edu to reserve a spot. 
5. Alachua County Updates – Robin Hallbourg with the Alachua County Environmental Protection Department provided a status update on their codes. They are currently waiting to hear whether SB 494 will be signed which will require them to adopt the Department of Community Affairs recommended fertilizer code language. For the Water Conservation Code, they will defer to the WMD rules. SRWMD is currently developing a rule similar to SJRWMD which will enable the whole county to fall under the same water restrictions. These two codes, when adopted, will apply to the unincorporated areas of Alachua County and efforts will be made to encourage the incorporated areas to opt in. Conceptual plans will be presented to the Board of County Commissioners on July 14th. 
Alachua EPD is also working on Springs Protection Land Development Regulations (LDRs) which may be modeled on Marion County and will target all of western Alachua County as a springs protection area. Parts of the LDRs may not be applied uniformly throughout the county. 
6. Ichetucknee Springs Report Card – Bob Knight of Wetland Solutions, Inc. provided an overview of the Ichetucknee Springs Report Card that was recently completed for the Ichetucknee Springs Working Group. The report card, the first of its kind for a spring, covers a variety of matrices including nitrate levels, water clarity, discharge, allergic reactions, algal cover, and vegetation. Grades were based on how the Ichetucknee has changed over time and how it compares to other springs systems. Other factors that were not included in this report card, but may be considered for future ones included turtle density, invertebrates (Stream Condition Index – SCI), fish density, and a historical overview using underwater photography. 
Discussion included how this metric may be applied to the Santa Fe springs and some of the challenges involved. 

ACTION
 Alachua County would be interested in helping pull data together and look at the possibility of putting together a report card. This will be discussed at the next working group meeting. 
7. Agricultural Best Management Practices (BMPs) – Hugh Thomas of the Suwannee River Partnership provided an overview of the agricultural BMP program. There are currently 25 progressive farm projects in the SRWMD that they have worked with intensively. One example is Kelly Philman’s 3,500 acre peanut farm which has reduced the amount of Nitrogen applied since 2008 by 79 tons. BMP tools were discussed including nutrient measuring devices for plants, GPSs on tractors to avoid overlapping areas in the field and water efficiency technology such as soil moisture sensors. 
8. Watson Dairy – Charlie Smith of Alliance Dairies provided an overview of the Watson Dairy where they have between 500 and 600 cows on a rotational grazing system. Rotational grazing started in New Zealand as a way to rotate cows on different parts of the farm. Cows are milked 2 times a day and while they produce less milk than confined lots, there are also fewer expenses involved. One of the keys to rotational grazing is having the highest quality grass available. The farm inter-seeds rye (highest quality) with Bermuda or bahia grass. They also use instruments to determine if the grass is too old, too young or just right.  
9. Announcements
a. DEP is announcing ProtectingOurWater.org, a Florida Watershed Education Website. 

b. The 3rd Annual Springs Celebration will be held March 6th, 2010 from 11am-3pm. If you are interested in helping to sponsor the celebration with a donation or assist in organizing, please contact Ondine Wells at owells@pandionsystems.com
c.  SRWMD will be hosting the NE Florida/Upper Santa Fe Basin Water Supply Planning Area Meeting on June 18th at the Alachua County Health Department Auditorium at 9am. 224 SE 24th Street, Gainesville, FL; (386) 362.1001 ext. 3032 or CDH@srwmd.org. 
10. The next meeting will be Wednesday, September 23, 2009. Location to be determined.  
Attendance List
	First name
	Last name
	Organization

	Bob
	Knight
	Wetland Solutions, Inc.

	Charlie
	Smith
	Alliance Dairy / Trenton Rotary

	Connie
	Bersok
	FDEP

	Hugh
	Thomas
	Suwannee River Partnership, Santa Fe Initiative

	Megan
	Wetherington
	SRWMD

	Robin
	Hallbourg
	Alachua BOCC, Env Protection Dept.

	Wendy
	Wilber
	UF-IFAS, FL Yards & Neighborhoods

	Alesandra
	Reed
	UF Environmental Science / Intern with Wetland Solutions, Inc.

	Aron
	Sikarskie
	Coca-Cola North America

	Bob
	Ulanowicz
	UF Botany and Zoology

	Courtney
	Hooker
	FFWCC

	Dan
	Rountree
	Current Problems, Inc.

	Dick
	Williams
	

	Fritzi
	Olson
	Current Problems, Inc.

	Georgia
	Shemtz
	Karst Environmental Services, Inc.

	John
	Stubblefield
	GS & WCD

	Kris
	Cathey
	FFWCC

	Linda
	Krause
	WAV Coordinator

	Pam
	Shamel
	WUFT-TV

	Peter
	Butt
	Karst Environmental Services, Inc.

	Sean
	King
	UF Center for Wetlands, Graduate Assistant

	Tere
	Free
	Nature Quest, Poe Springs Park

	Terri
	Skiles
	


*  In addition, there were 3 individuals who did not sign in.
